
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

This publication is the official Newsletter of; 
 

 

  Australian Thoroughbred Breeders Club Ltd 
 

The club, which has been in operation since 1983, was formed to assist  

thoroughbred breeders through the presentation of talks, seminars, stud 

visits, social activities and networking opportunities as well as providing 

incentive awards and a Stallion Tender Scheme 

New members are always welcome. Annual membership fees are $50 for 

a single member and $70 for a joint membership, which includes families,  

partnerships & corporate bodies. Membership operates on a July to June 

basis each year. 

 

 

 

ATBC Directors & Club Contacts 
 

President - Dianne Lanham 

02 4579-6451 
 

Vice President - Barbara  Robertson 

0437 123 197 
 

Treasurer - Josephine Frawley 
jmfrawley@outlook.com 

 

Secretary - Wendy Simpson 
0420 495 046 

wndysmp@aol.com 
 

Ethne Potowski 
Carol Bailey 

 Rob Caruso 

 
ATBC Ltd 

P.O. Box 821, 
Windsor. NSW 2756 

Phone / Fax 02 4577 6120 

  
Email;    austbclub@gmail.com 

 
Website;    ATBC.com.au 
 (currently being rebuilt) 
  

Newsletter editor; 

 atbcnewsletter@gmail.com 
  

ACN: 41 003 084 839 

  APRIL 2017 

 

Annual Long Weekend Stud Tour - June 2017 -  
 

Plans have been finalised for the June Bus Trip to S.E. QLD.   
There are only a couple of seats left on the bus - if you 

would like to join us for this great weekend away, don't  
hesitate - contact Dianne, Barbara or Wendy.   

Further details inside…….    
  

2017 Stallion Tender Scheme 
Your committee is currently working on organising this years 
Stallion Tender Scheme.  It’s a big job but we will release the 
details as soon as possible.   
 

A Huge Thankyou 
 to both Mary Hallet & Gabrielle Wilkins, 

who have each generously donated  several books  
to our ATBC library. Details of these books will be available 
shortly & the books will be made available for members to 

borrow. 

   Please note the new email address  for the club.  

  The old one ( atbc01@bigpond.net.au) is no longer is  
 accessible due to the enormous amount of spam clogging the system.  

Also when telephoning the club, it is best to use personal numbers 
 of the committee listed on the left as the clubhouse is not always manned. 



 

 

 

 

5th - 7th May 
Hawkesbury Show ( Thoroughbred Classes -  Sat 5th) 

 
 11th - 14th May 

Sydney International Horse Trials, SIEC, Horsley Park 

( Cross Country Day -  Saturday 13th) 
 

14th & 15th May 
HTBA Scone Yearling Sale, White Park, Scone 

 
28th, 29th & 30th May 
Magic Millions Gold Coast National Weanling Sale 
    

31st May -  4th June 
Magic Millions Gold Coast National Broodmare Sale 
 

9th - 12th June 
ATBC Annual Long Weekend Bus Tour 

(SE QLD inc Stradbroke Hcp raceday at Eagle Farm) 

    
18th, 19th, & 20 June 
Great Southern Sale, Oaklands, Melbourne 
    

30th June 
Last date for Stallion Returns to be lodged with ASB 
 

 
 

A reminder from the Australian Stud Book 
 

Transfer of Ownership  - Any change of ownership of an 

unnamed horse born from 2016 onwards must be  
advised within 4 weeks of the change taking place. 

 
Change of Location  -  Any change of location of an  

unnamed horse born from 2016 onwards must be  

advised within 7 days of the change taking place ( refer 
to the exceptions on page 1 on the form.) 

 
Both forms can be located under the  

General Information/Forms tab on the ASB website. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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 The Annual June Long Weekend Bus Tour 
is fast approaching 

Have you booked your seat?   
The confirmed itinerary is; 

  Friday 9th - Early morning start leaving from Supreme 
Park, Mulgrave  by coach, north up New England Highway 

-  stopping at Tanglewood Stud, Tamworth to view their 
Stallions, Dixie Prospect & Canny Show 
 Our motel for all 3 nights is McNivens Gunyah Motel, 

Warwick, Qld  
 Saturday 10th -  our wonderful coach driver will take us 

to Eagle Farm Racecourse for the final day of the  
Brisbane Racing Carnival - the UBET Stradbroke Day.  

 Sunday 11th - Full day visiting three impressive Farms -  

  AQUIS FARM, Canungra - Benefica, Domesday,  
Holy Roman Emperor, Spill the Beans, Kiss & Make Up,  
Husson, Furnances, Sweet Orange 
 SUN STUD, Innisplain - Monashee Mountain, Bel Espirit, 
Instinction, Jabali, Love Conquers All. 
 ROYSTON STUD,  -  Longhorn 

  LYNDHURST STUD, Warwick - Better than Ready,  
Rothesay, Drumbeats, Hidden Dragon 
 Monday 12th - heading home back down New England 

Hwy stopping at the cold climate winery, Petersons 
Winery, Armidale for a Tasting & Lunch then back on the 

bus for home. 

 

Price $525-00 per person, twin/triple share.  

(Single room supplement add $210-) 
 Tour cost includes coach travel, 3 nights accommodation, 

3 breakfasts ( Continental), 3 Dinners ( Fri & Sat @ Motel 

Restaurant, Sun @ RSL) 3 Lunches, morning & afternoon 
refreshments and, of course, great company with lots of 

laughs. 
 Members outside of Sydney can arrange to meet the bus 

along the way. 

  
Please note; Saturday, the day at the races,  is at your 

own cost so feel free to book your raceday package 
 direct with Brisbane Race Club( General Admission $35-)   

  
Asking all those members who have already booked a seat 

to please remit your payments before 1st June  - 

 payments can be made by EFT transfer to; 
 ANZ Bank, Windsor ,  BSB   012-874,    

 A/c No 900059497  
(please use Surname as reference or send payment details to 

jmfrawley@outlook.com 

Or 

 post cheque to club at  

P.O. Box 821, Windsor NSW 2756  

2017 Annual Incentive Awards & Broodmare of the Year. 
All horses bred by club members are eligible for the Incentive Awards, including those you have sold or leased. 

Have you notified us of your horses?  

    ‘Horse sense is the thing a horse has 
which keeps it from betting on people.’ 

W.C. Fields 



 

Members Profile    -       Alan & Antonia Patterson 
 

 Our interest in the thoroughbred industry was sparked by a visit to the Irish National Stud in 1989 
when we went to the UK. The stallions, the stud and the whole atmosphere was something we  
immediately fell in love with. When we returned home to Sydney, we started looking for a horse property 
to begin our dream. In September 1989, we purchased a small (25 acre) property just outside Tamworth 
and so began our involvement with this exciting industry. 
 Our first purchase at the William Inglis weanling sale of 1990 was a filly that we named Antolomeo 
(by Tolomeo out of Mountain Greenery). We had an exciting 2 year old year with her, winning at  
Randwick before an injury cut short her promising racing career. Our next weanling purchase was another 
filly, Biscay Bird (by Bluebird out of Blooms); she was not very successful on the race track but excelled 
as a broodmare, producing Universal Queen and Universal Prince (both by Scenic) who won $2.9 million 
and became a successful stallion.  The sons and daughters of Antolomeo have had success in many  
aspects of the horse industry.  She produced Crown Princess, who won at city, listed and Group 3 level, 
others have won many country and metropolitan races, including the Gilgandra Cup and the Wellington 
Boot.  
Apart from racing, Antolomeo has produced horses for dressage and 3 day eventing. Her gelding by 
Saleri, Sandstones, set a new Australian record for high jumping and was set to compete at the Beijing 
Olympics in 2008! 
 We are still breeding from a winning granddaughter of Antolomeo, Philippa’s Music (by Integra out 
of Antonia’s Music). Her pedigree linked well with Bon Hoffa through the dam side, back to Northern 
Dancer, Lyphard and Le Fabuleux. This cross produced Deiheros who won the Adelaide 2 year old Magic 
Millions and the following year won the Gold Coast 3 year old Magic Millions race, bringing his total race 
winnings to over $750,000. 
  
We have been members of the  Australian Thoroughbred Breeders Club for many years and have been 
honoured to win 2 Broodmare of the Year awards.  
We have also enjoyed the company of many fine  
people in the industry. Our story demonstrates  
that small breeders can be successful and enjoy t 
he ‘sport of kings’ in this great country. 
 
We will be offering a full brother to Deiheros  
at the William Inglis Scone Yearling  
Sale to be held on Sunday 14 May 2017  
(in the Marquee Stud draft). (pictured) 
 
(editor’s note;   Small breeders are the backbone of our industry,  
always have been, always will be.  ) 
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 AND PLEASE REMEMBER 
Advertising in this newsletter is FREE to all members.  

Paid Ads from non members will be referred to the committee for consideration  

only if they offer  a benefit or  discount to our  members  
Advertisements can be sent via email ( or post)  - use the contacts on the front of this newsletter.  



 Exertional Heat Illness in the Thoroughbred    -  Part 3 
by Dr M A Brownlow 

 

Continuing on from part 2 

  
Rating of Perceived Exertion (RPE) is a subjective self-report rating system 

used in humans to evaluate the discomfort, strain & fatigue that is  

experienced during any form of exercise. RPE is a widely accepted measure 
 of quantifying and monitoring exercise intensity and has been shown to be 

 a sensitive & reliable measure of the stress associated with strenuous  
exercise. To extrapolate this rating system to the horse the researchers  

need to be familiar with normal recovery and there must be uniformity of 

 rating, which is achieved by educating the researchers. Most horses  
competing at metropolitan level will be performing at RPE levels of 7-10,  

although there may be the odd occasion where a horse has dropped out 
 of the race due to injury or bleeding. Track conditions will also affect this 

 rating, with horses running on heavy tracks showing greater levels of  
exertion. RPE is a ‘whole of horse’ concept, with demeanor, degree of  

respiratory effort & signs of exhaustion being extremely important.  

 
 

Capillary Refill Time (CRT) provides information concerning perfusion status of a specific capillary bed such as the 
mucous membranes of the gums which is easily assessed in horses. Normal values for CRT in horses are considered to 

be less than 1 second (score of 0). CRTs from 1 to 2 seconds score 1, from 2-4 seconds score 2 and greater than 4  

seconds score 3. A prolonged refill of greater than 4 seconds is considered abnormal for horses and is an early indicator 
of problems with peripheral perfusion and impending shock. 

In the proposed model for ‘heat strain’ slow capillary refill times are expected after strenuous exercise because central 
blood volume has been redistributed to the skin. I this thermoregulation is effective this phenomenon will be transient.  

Once cardiac redistribution replaces blood volume centrally the capillary refill time will tend to normalize. 

 
Skin Tenting Test (STT). Normal hydration of the skin imparts elasticity to its dermal elastic fibres, so that after being 

pinched between thumb & forefinger and raised to a height of approximately one centimeter then released, the skin fold 
returns to its normal contour almost immediately. If the skin fold stays pinched for a period of time and only slowly  

regains its position it is described as ‘tented’ or demonstrating a ‘loss of turgor’. Historically this has been claimed as the 
most characteristic finding in the physical examination of the dehydrated patient.  

 Furthermore, depending upon the duration of the 

 ‘tenting’ from nil (less than 2) to mild (2 to 4), 
 moderate (5 to 7) or marked (more than 7),  

 clinicians may assign a percentage of whole  
 body fluid of 3, 5 or 7% respectively. 

 Reviewing the relevant literature however, it is 

 apparent that despite its ubiquitous use in equine 
 & human medicine the findings of the skin  

 tent test have rarely been described precisely 
 and clinicians have also     

 used different sites in horses, such as the skin of 
 the neck, shoulder & ribs so that variations in 

 skin elasticity between these sites may provide  

 further confusion. The site to be used in this 
 study is at the point of the shoulder.  For the 

 purpose of this study it is not the absolute value 
  of the skin tent test which is significant but                        

 rather its presence and the  rate of change  

                during the post-race period. 
 

This study has now been successfully concluded and we await the final paper  
which will document  & analyze the statistics gathered, and this information  

will form the basis of a recommendation for best practice guidelines in treating Exertional Heat Illness in Racehorses. 



 

Scientists Find Gene Behind Equine Sex Development Disorder  
        By Christa Lesté-Lasserre, MA  

 
 ‘The XY mares are sturdy and powerful like males, show very few male reproductive  

behaviors, and do not have heat cycles or related hormonal fluctuations’  

 
 Researchers know that a maternally inherited sex development disorder (DSD) can cause repeated cases of  
infertility in a single family of horses. But they've recently identified the gene responsible for the condition and have  
begun testing for it to help breeders make better mating choices. 
 

   Androgen receptor (AR) gene mutations can make a male fetus develop as a structurally sound filly—at least on the  
outside. Internally, these XY-chromosome horses (the chromosome for males) lack a uterus and ovaries and sometimes 
have malformed testes, said Tamas Révay, PhD, of the Department of Biomedical Sciences at the University of Guelph, 
in Ontario, Canada. 
Last year, Spanish and Polish researchers developed a test for this “XY mare chromosome abnormality” based on a  
deletion in the SRY gene, which is found on the Y chromosome (coming from the sire). However, this SRY-gene  
abnormality—which appears to be spontaneous as opposed to hereditary—is just one possible cause for this DSD. 
“The AR gene mutation is causing a hormonal problem, as opposed to a transcription problem in the SRY gene  
mutation,” said W. Allan King, PhD, also of the University of Guelph Department of Biomedical Sciences. The SRY gene 
manages the structural development of the ovaries and testes, whereas the AR gene manages the use of those gonads 
as they release hormones and cause the rest of the reproductive structures to develop. “It’s a different process,” he 
told The Horse. 
   In their study, Révay, King, and their fellow researchers sequenced the AR genes (found on the X chromosome) of a 
family of Thoroughbreds after scientists identified one of the mares as having DSD. The mare, used for racing,  
consistently had high levels of urinary testosterone during routine competition testing. Examination showed that the 
horse had no cervix or uterus and that she had testes in the place of her ovaries. An analysis of her chromosomes  
revealed that she was XY-positive, meaning she was genetically male. 
   The research team sequenced the AR gene of this XY-mare as well as her mother, a full sister, two aunts, two  
half-sisters, a female cousin, and a half-brother. All the relatives were related to the XY-mare on the mother’s side, as 
the AR gene mutation is only inherited through the maternal line. 
They found a mutation on a specific part of this family’s AR gene called “exon 4”—similar to the mutation they found in 
2012 in a family of American Quarter Horses, which became the first mutation ever reported on the equine AR gene, 
Révay said. The mutation causes a “radical” coding error, she said, in which the gene mistakenly calls for the wrong 
amino acid to be used in protein building for sex development. Instead of tryptophan, the gene orders serine—and 
these two amino acids have nearly opposite properties. The result is a major alteration in reproductive tract  
development in which a chromosomal male appears female. 
   The DSD mare in this study was hemizygous for the exon 4 mutation. Usually, animals have two copies of genes. If 
those copies match, they’re homozygous for the gene; if they don’t match, they’re heterozygous. But in the XY  
chromosomes, many genes only have a single copy, since the X chromosome is structurally different from the Y. That 
was the case for this DSD mare; she only had a single copy of the AR gene (on her X chromosome) and was therefore 
“hemizygous” for the infertility causing gene mutation. 
   Her mother and a half-sister were heterozygous for the mutation, meaning they were normal, fertile female carriers 
that could pass on the mutated X chromosome (as opposed to the healthy one) to their XY (male) offspring. 
Since carrying out this pioneering study, Révay and King have investigated other families with AR mutations. However, 
the mutation appears to occur in different locations on the gene in each family. That makes it difficult to develop a  
single, generic test for all families of horses. 
“We can still test the horses, but that requires a little bit of time—a few weeks—for us to first find the mutation and 
then develop the specific molecular test for that family,” Révay said. The tests themselves are “rapid, efficient, and  
cost-effective,” he added. 
While a DSD mare is infertile, and having the AR mutation in a family could have drastic consequences for breeders 
looking to increase their broodmare stock, the mutation could actually have some benefits, King said. The mares are 
sturdy and powerful like males, but they show very few male reproductive behaviors (occasionally trying to mount  
another mare). And unlike XX mares, they do not have heat cycles or related hormonal fluctuations. 
“Who knows? We might have found the ideal equine athlete!” King said. “It all depends on your goals for your horse.” 

The study, “Missense Mutation in the Ligand-Binding Domain of the Horse Androgen Receptor Gene in a Thoroughbred Family with 

Inherited 64,XY (SRY+) Disorder of Sex Development,” was published in Sexual Development and this article was ”borrowed from 

the website “The Horse” 
 Christa Lesté-Lasserre is a freelance writer based in France. A native of Dallas, Texas, Lesté-Lasserre grew up riding Quarter Horses, Ap-

paloosas, and Shetland Ponies . Follow Lesté-Lasserre on Twitter @christalestelas.  

http://www.thehorse.com/articles/36751/new-diagnostic-procedures-to-detect-xy-mares
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27073903
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27073903
http://twitter.com/christalestelas


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           
        

  A Postcard from South Africa – Part 2,  
  Breeding Excellence at South African Studs – by Virginia Harvey 
 
 WHERE ever you travel around the world there always seem to be an Australian connection via 
its breeding. 
Australian Thoroughbred Breeders Club member, Ethne Potowski, and myself, recently returned from a 
sensational trip to South Africa.  There we found stallions Duke Of Marmalade and St Petersburg  
residing and in fine fettle – and whom should be recalled by Australian pedigree buffs. 
A former shuttle sire to Coolmore Stud, Jerrys Plains, Duke Of Marmalade – a European champion by 
Danehill, was standing his third season at the showcase Franschhoek Valley located property  
Drakenstein Stud, one of two South African studs visited on the Western Cape. 
Now a sire of stakes winners around the globe, Duke Of Marmalade sired Australian middle distance 
Group 2 winners Big Memory and Diamond Made, and can also be recalled as the sire of the Irish bred 
Melbourne Cup runner Big Orange. 
Standing at a fee of Rand100,000 (about $10,000), Duke Of Marmalade stands alongside six other  
stallions including its trump card, US bred Trippi, last season’s champion South African.  With a fee of 
R250,000 ($25,000), Trippi is by Mr Prospector line sire End Sweep, who can be remembered shuttling 
to Arrowfield Stud, Scone, for three seasons from 1999. 
The breeding division of the property is found on a magnificent wine farm L’Ormarins located on the 
lower slopes of the spectacular Groot Drakenstein mountain range, and is near the quaint and leafy 
town of Franschhoek.  Moving north-east on the mountain road out of the valley we were  farewelled 
on the roadside by some of its resident and natural Baboons an interesting sight for any Australian 
traveller. 
Not unlike Australia, a contrast was observed from   
Franshhoek over to Robertson, before we found an  
oasis in Maine Chance Farm, home of  
Black Minnloushe (who had shuttled earlier to  
New Zealand), German bred Querari (Oasis Dream), 
 home bred Vercingetorix, a son of the property’s  
champion sire Silvano. 
By champion Nijinsky grandson Lomitas, Silvano  
became a leading sire in his native country of  
Germany, before becoming a champion sire in  
South Africa. 
 

 

 

 

 

    Do you remember these racehorses -  Amelia Joan, Salarena, Ideal Lass, Aussie Royale,  Magic 
Gerry,  Rolling Paradise or Delite ? No, well that’s not surprising -  between them they had 37 starts and 
not one saluted the judge, although there were a couple of minor placings.  
Definitely not world beaters in the game of Racing.   
 Then how about Secret Circus - 24starts, 3 3rds,  Falvelani - 13starts, 1 win,  Silver Arena - also 
13starts, 1 win,  Orastario -  8starts, 2 wins,  Ramses Pride - 15starts, 2 wins & a 3rd,  How Good is This 
- 23starts, 1 win, 1 2nd, 1 3rd  and Lacada Rain -  13starts for 1 3rd.   Again, horses that don’t come to 
mind when recalling winners.  
But these horses are now winning in a different arena -  as ‘Showhorses’   Retired from racing, they have 
all found a home and are excelling in their new career. And all of these horses are something to be 
proud of.  Now, instead of galloping flat out, they have been re-educated to work calmly with correct 
self carriage and ideally should give the rider an easy ride.  
‘Showhorse’ or Hacking as it is sometimes known, is a big user of Recycled Racehorses.  This use of our 
retired horses is nothing new - thoroughbreds, especially the ’pretty ones’  are highly sought after by 
the equestrians involved in Showing.  A visit to any Agricultural show will amaze those of us who breed 
for racing - the quality ( and often the breed lines ) of these animals is at the higher end of the scale.  
In the coming months - I (Wendy, the editor) will report on a big part of our industry - the Recycled 
Racehorse and  the positive options for our horses that retire from racing.  Again, these options are not 
new,  but have been highlighted by the recent reforms & the Welfare Fund.   
Likewise, we would love to hear of your horses who have gone on to a second career. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ATBC Ltd - Newsletter - April 2017 

  

Continued………..A Postcard from South Africa – Part 2,  
   Breeding Excellence at South African Studs – by Virginia Harvey 
 
Summerhill Stud, Mooi River 
 By iconic US sire Nureyev, St Petersburg won a Group 3 race in Melbourne, stood at stud in  
New Zealand, before landing at Summerhill Stud near Mooi River in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 
About two hours drive west of Durban, Summerhill Stud  
is also home to 10 other stallions including  
Ato (by Royal Academy), Golden Sword (High Chaparral),
  
Traffic Guard (More Than Ready), Willow Magic (Dubawi), 
and Brave Tin Soldier. 
By Storm Cat, Brave Tin Soldier hit the US headlines  
when fetching a world record price of $US4.5 million 
when sold as a foal at a Kentucky auction. 
Owned by Mick and Cheryl Goss, Summerhill Stud  
is part of two historic properties Hartford and Summerhill, 
located on a gorgeous sprawling green countryside estate. 
It includes “Hartford House”, a world exclusive hotel,  
in which to dine or stay. 
 
 Breeding outstanding racehorses since the early 
1930s, Summerhill also initiated the Equine Management 
Excellence in Equine Studies in 2011, where people can 
fine-tune a trade within the  
Thoroughbred industry. This magnificent property is already on the list of  visits for a future The Land-
Quadrant Journeys Thoroughbred Tour in South Africa. Our South African trip was a magnificent  
 experience, not only  visiting first class breeding stud  properties and training establishments, 
but witnessing s ome of nature’s marvellous  wonders from the wild animal  kingdom in their 

home environments. 
 
 ANYONE interested in a future South African tour, I am  
 planning a Thoroughbred Breeding and Racing Tour to 

 South  Africa next year, which will incorporate wild animal 

 safaris and Thoroughbred studs and racing, as well as visits 

 to port cities Durban and Cape Town, the latter which lies 

 in the shadow of its magnificent Table Mountain. 
 
 
Any interested people for a tour of this nature please contact 
Quadrant Journeys on 1300 301 128 or myself virgin-

ia.harvey@fairfaxmedia.com.au 
 
       

  
a)  Sincero, Silver Knight, Subzero,  
Surround, Scenic Blast,  So You Think & 
Secretariat are all Group 1 winners.   They 
have something in common  - what is it? 
 
 
b) The Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe winners -  

Urban Sea and Detroit - also share  
something in common. What is it? 

Answer - February - What Race Am I? 

Adrian Knox Stakes 

 
‘If the world was truly a  

rational place, then men 
would ride sidesaddle.’   

Rita Mae Brown 

mailto:virginia.harvey@fairfaxmedia.com.au
mailto:virginia.harvey@fairfaxmedia.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Contacts 
For Membership or Financial inquiries, please 
contact our treasurer, Josephine Frawley on 

jmfrawley@outlook.com 
For general enquiries or just a chit chat, feel 
free to contact either 

Dianne Lanham,  Club President, 
or Wendy Simpson, Secretary 

The phone numbers & email address are on the 
front of this newsletter.  

Do you operate a business or service of  interest to our members,   
Agistment or Spelling farms, Stallions at Stud, Floating services, 
Manufacturer or Distributors of equine products, Fencing,  
Horse breaking , Equine Health, Sale Preparation or  even  
Farmsitting ??  Advertise it in your newsletter - let our members 
know what you offer.  
     
  Advertising is free for members 

     An interesting article found on FACEBOOK -  Written by Marion Altieri - published on FB page ‘TalkoftheTrack’
  

 Horses have No Nationality, Religion or Politics -     O, The Wise Horse 
 

“Yesterday, I saw a photo on Facebook - two horses racing. Two beautiful Bay horses, throbbing, pounding angels sent 
to Earth to thrill and bless the human heart. At first glance, I couldn’t tell whether they were Arabians or  
Thoroughbreds. Didn’t matter, they were gorgeous. Tails flying, heads bobbing. The number 2 graced the outside 
horse, who would go on to win the race. For some reason, that photo of those horses captured my heart in that  
moment, and made my spirit soar.  Coming back to Earth for a minute I realized that the winning horse  is trained by 
my FB friend and that this race took place, I believe, in Bahrain….. 
….And the winners circle showed smiling faces all around, gentlemen who love the horse with whom they are  
affiliated, and who are proud of him.  This horse, this winner’s enclosure, could have been anywhere, -Bahrain, Dubai, 
the UK, Australia, the US, Mongolia or Japan. 
 Horses have no nationalities. One might be able to guess the approximate ethnicity of the human connections 
in a winners circle picture - but never the horse’s. Why?  Precisely because horses have no nationality, horses are  
studied, known and separated by their breeds but no genetic markers exist that result in physical manifestations  
indicating country of origin. Horses understand English, Spanish, French, Japanese, Hindu, Icelandic & Arabic - but 
they don't speak those languages. They are bred in different countries but that fact does not give them the ethnic  
qualities of the humans in those places. (Just because a cat has kittens in the oven, doesn’t make ‘em biscuits)  They speak 
horse  and the humans who love & work with them must learn to communicate in the horse’s native tongue -  
not the reverse.  In fact, its exactly that humancentric mistake - people expecting horses to understand them and act  
accordingly, instead of the reverse - that the potential relationship becomes a mess. Humans are great at mucking 
things up by trying to take control of a situation that requires cooperation rather than dominance. 
 The horse has no religion.  He knows his Creator—and on a level of intimacy that’s almost unfathomable to 
mere humans….. and  has an innate trust in their Creator  to provide for their needs. 
 To the horse, Politics means nothing.  The horse doesn’t care if there’s a Sheikh, Emir, President, Queen, 
Prime Minister or Emperor at the helm of the country where he lives.  As long as he’s owned & managed by nice  
people who feed & protect him - he’s happy.  No need to get a gigantic equine ulcer reading the politics page of the  
local paper. 
       As all who love them know, horses are innocent. They are innately kind, and - considering that they’re enormous  
compared to their human handlers - horses  are  gentle.  Prey animals to the human predator status, the horse’s natural  
inclination is to fall in behind an Alpha, for the Alpha’s job is to protect them. Good Alphas - that is, kind humans of 
good intentions - always have the well-being of their horses uppermost in their hearts. These three personality traits 
can be the only explanation as to why a 550 kg animal would submit  to( and not trample to death) a two legged,  
Forward- eyed being who weighs in, on average, less than one sixth of the horses mass.  
 

Lets face it; ironically horses are just better at being humane than are humans.   And the horse’s mastery 
of being humane is directly attributable to their utter detachment from religion, politics or national pride.  
 
 Horse racing may be the one place on Planet Earth wherein a woman or man’s faith, politics and ethnic origin 
are both ignored - because they are unimportant, - and at the same time celebrated. Our differences, and the things 
that those differences bring to our sport—are the things that united us. But those differences don’t have to translate to 
warfare outside the racing oval;  if only we two leggeds could learn to observe The Horse’s Zen-like detachment and 
integrate that which is inborn in horses, into our own culturally informed beings.” 
 

To quote that  song - “what a wonderful world it would be” 


